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Drivers dying to find out about ABS – literally

It is imperative that all drivers know whether or not the car they drive 
has ABS and what it means, so they are not taken by surprise in extreme or 
slippery braking situations, as often happens when either:-

-  the car they are driving doesn't have ABS and their brakes lock up 
   causing loss of steering control, or conversely;

- they first encounter the shuddering feeling in the brake pedal in cars 
  equipped with ABS, and release braking pressure thinking there's something 

  wrong with their brakes.

To address this problem Dashlite Australia are selling a "special edition" of their DASHLITE® torch available from all RACV shops ($21.95 / $18.95 for members) which comes printed with either:

      WARNING: Vehicle ABS equipped, or
      WARNING: Vehicle not fitted with ABS.

When buying the torch customers must first determine whether or not their car has ABS brakes. The packet provides a concise explanation of ABS and what it does.

The Australian made and invented DASHLITE® torch recharges itself automatically in the car's cigarette lighter socket. For this reason it is always on view, and with its ABS warning message, serves as an ideal way to keep drivers reminded of whether or not they have ABS brakes. Importantly it also creates interest and discussion amongst friends and family, so they too can be aware of its important safety message.


While ABS provides a huge safety benefit by preventing skidding under 
brakes, buying a car with ABS is not enough. The driver must also know that the ABS only works if he or she allows it to. Attempts to adjust braking pressure manually, as many more experienced drivers have learnt to do, is believed to be the cause of the 35% increase in run off the road accidents in ABS equipped cars reported in recent RACV research.

The RACV says, "Anti lock brake systems are an affordable and worthwhile safety feature, but drivers are crashing because they are unfamiliar with the operation of ABS". RACV reports many drivers are not aware of how ABS works, or whether or not their car has ABS in the first place.

Dashlite Australia Managing Director Mr. Hunt believes accidents in cars without ABS, which can skid uncontrollably under brakes, have increased because many drivers are used to driving cars equipped with ABS brakes.


“Its like Russian roulette out there. You can jump into any car and not know if it has ABS or not. Either way, consequences of not knowing can all too often be serious injury or death”, said Mr. Hunt. 


For further information call Simon Hunt (03) 5973 6933


Or visit:
http://www.abs-education.org
http://motoring.racv.com.au (search ABS)



www.dashlite.com.au
http://www.monash.edu.au/muarc/reports/Other/RACV%20ABS%20braking%20system%20effectiveness.pdf
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Various RACV quotes (from their web site http://motoring.racv.com.au (search ‘ABS’);
 

“Perhaps some drivers, not having experienced this, may respond by taking their foot off the brake. In fact, the correct response is to maintain braking pressure. In other words, press as hard as possible when a quick stop is necessary - “ Stomp and steer!” ABS will do the rest. Of course, you need to know if your car is fitted with ABS, so check the owner’s manual”. 


 

ABS brakes - “Recent research on ABS brakes has revealed that drivers need to improve their level of education on how to use them properly”
 

“Anti lock brake systems are an affordable and worthwhile safety feature, but drivers are crashing because they are unfamiliar with the operation of ABS”. 

 

“In an emergency, the brake pedal "feel" changes. The pedal "pulsates", there is a "growling" noise, some car-shudder can occur, and the pedal further depresses as the ABS activates. When a driver has been long-accustomed to non-ABS it can be a shock”.

 

“A 35 percent increase in risk of being involved in a run-off-road crash (eg. on a bend) when ABS brakes are fitted to a vehicle”.
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